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The Rijksmuseum, is the national museum of the Netherlands. It houses Dutch art
and history from the Middle Ages up to the present day, as well as Asian art. The
present building was originally designed by the Dutch architect Pierre Cuypers and
was finished in 1885. It was situated just outside the city of Amsterdam. Over time the
city grew and so did the museum and over the years major changes were made to the
original design.

In December 2003, the museum's main building closed for a major renovation, in
which many of Cuyper’s original ideas and interior decorations were restored. The
renovation had been planned to take five years, but eventually took almost ten years
to complete. In 2013 the museum reopened. It is now a mixture of old and new
architecture, in which more than 8000 objects are on show.
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