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Ikseon, The Neighbor’s Talk

VaryrTa

ST (RIERE - L) AT (i nsha - whabakA)

- Project Manager: Jeon Eun Joo, Baek Seung Hwan
- Collaborator: Song Yong Hun, Kim Seung Yoon, Kim Hyun Jung,
Lee Ki Hun, Lee Ji Min, Ahn Seong Min, Jang Han Gyul, Choi Jae Hun
-Translator: Jeon Eun Hye, Kim Da Rong

o Five Keywords of Ikseon

Ikseon is a small town in Jongro-gu, Seoul. On February 28, 2016, it was introduced to
people through ‘Documentary 3 days’, a TV program about some places in South Korea. Can
you imagine why people are interested in this small town? It’s because Ikseon is a very unique
and valuable town in Seoul. So I’d like to talk about five features about Ikseon.

Most of all, there are so many Korean traditional houses that have remained for 100 years.
Recently, lkseon has been changed in so many different ways. Some young people have
remodeled the houses to use them for a modern style cafe, pub, or restaurants. Also, there are
various stories of people who have lived in lkseon for so long days. We, a lab of urban and
architecture of Sungkyunkwan University, are participating in the process of making Ikseon
District Planning and organizing governance for maintaining this beautiful town. Therefore,
I’m going to record the stories and changes of Ikseon and live in this town as a resident. So
I’d like to show you five features of Ikseon: Hanok, architecture, people, events, base camp.

01 Hanok, a Korean traditional house

About 140 Korean traditional houses are concentrated in Ikseon. When one of
departments of Seoul City researched in 2008, it was revealed that Ikseon had the greatest
number of Korean traditional houses. This is a complex of Hanok that was built by Jeong
Sekwon, who was the first developer in Korea.

The Seoul government has redeveloped old towns to new ones by removing all over until
a recent date. In the early 2000s, Ikseon was also in danger like some cities and it was
designated as the Urban Environments Improvement District so it was planned to be pulled
down over all. In the east side of Ikseon, there are Jongmyo, a UNESCO world heritage and
three valuable heritages in Ikseon: a path which exists for more than 600 years, another path
built in Chosun Dynasty, and 100-year-Hanoks. Because they are worth being saved,
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redeveloping project should be reconsidered.

Ikseon Urban Environments Improvement District is planned to be released in December
2016. It means the town will be preserved and managed instead of being pulled down. The
conservation of this town is going to be realized by Ikseon District Planning. The District
Planning contains many contents like restriction and encouragement about form, volume,
stories of buildings and types of business.

02 Architecture, combination of the old and the new

So many Hanoks in Ikseon have been preserved so far. However, because they were not
properly fixed, it’s quite hard to stay in that circumstance. But the town began to change little
by little in the 2010s. In 2009, Ddeul-an, a Korean traditional cafe, opened in a renovated
Hanok having classes about City and Hanok. Louis Park, a photographer, who was in that
class, opened ‘Sik-Mul’, a gallery and modern cafe, connecting and using four Hanoks. And
another space designer team ‘lkseondada’ was very impressed by the old town, so they also
opened a cafe, two restaurants, a gallery & cafe, and a guesthouse in 2015. It’s very valuable
to remodel traditional style houses into a modern style space. Young people didn't think that
the Hanok was old and humble, and they had a deep interest in changing it to a new space,
combining old and new architectural styles.

03 People

These days, many people who are foreign tourists like Chinese, Japanese and Koreans are
coming to lkseon for various attraction and food. It’s because Ikseon is in Jongro-gu which is
the center of Seoul and near the Ikseon there are four Korean palaces and very famous places.
The Ikseon is the place for not only the tourists but also the residents who have lived there for
many years. They know many stories about the town and have their own stories in the town.
History of the town is written by them as well as by newcomers.

04 Events

Nowadays, In Ikseon many events are happening. The residents wanted to protect their
Hanok in Ikseon, so they organized one group which was a Forum for preservation of Hanok.
And flea market is being held every month in the alley. Also, a special theater company put
the play, ‘Would you like beer?” in a garden of Hanok.

05 Base Camp, The Neighbor’s Talk

While Ikseon District Planning is being made for three months, from March to June 2016,
we are in the process and undertake a project by meeting the residents and listening to them
about what they want and need. If the urban management planning is established with
residents’ opinions, the town could be maintained and managed properly according to the
planning. It shows that a recent urban planning in Seoul is changed more democratically.

Whenever | meet the people and talk with them, | could understand their lives. And now I
do love them and the place. For me, three months were very short to know all about them. So
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| decided to live in Ikseon for a year to be a real resident and now I live in the town. I’m a
typical apartment kid born in the 1980s in South Korea. From when | was a baby and until
now, | have lived in an apartment of a typical Korean style. For this reason, it is such a
meaningful event in my life. And I even named this place ‘The Neighbor’s Talk’. It means we
listen to their stories for recording the history of the Ikseon. From now on, I’m going to
experience the Ikseon’s four seasons and record them. And then | will let many people know
about this story.
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Berenice Abbott’s “Changing New York”:
People and Lives of the Heterogeneous City
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From 1929 through the 1930s, female American photographer Berenice Abbott
(1898-1991) photographed New York City where 19th century buildings had been demolished,
altered, or replaced with huge modern buildings. In this monumental project called “Changing
New York,” she photographed historical, old, and abandoned buildings, as well as huge
bridges and skyscrapers and their construction, often juxtaposing these oppositional objects.
Simultaneously, she was also interested in capturing people in New York City. Although she
considered these photographs of people essential in her New York portrait, they have received
little attention and have remained in the shadow of her monumental pictures of New York
architecture in “Changing New York.”

Abbott photographed flows of mass of people, who seem to be reduced to anonymity
under magnificent skyscrapers in changing New York. Abbott photographed the conflict
between dwarfed people and skyscrapers in such a disharmonious and heterogeneous city as
New York. Here, she also attempted to capture the “tempo of the metropolis,” which was “not
eternity, or even time, but of the vanishing instant.”

As a photographer who considers human subjects necessary in the portraits of New
York City, Abbott took many snapshots of people in the street. She photographed various
immigrants, peddlers, and frivolous objects, all of which were on the margin of the society
and would disappear soon in a modern society. She observed that New York was full of
contradictions—high and low lives, the rich and poor, old and new things coexisted—which
she considered an essential aspect for her New York project.

Abbott also focused on different types of laborers, including construction workers
and fishermen. Though both of them would be categorized just as laborers, they are different;
the former type of labor is permanent and has continued even in the modern society, whereas
the latter is temporary and when the construction ends, the labors are out of a job. Adding
these two types of laborers to her portrait of the city, Abbott stresses the heterogeneous
aspects of New York that would look homogenous when it is viewed from the top of the
skyscrapers.
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Abbott’s photographs of people attest to the fact that people are essential aspects in
her New York portrait, but they have remained in the shadows of Abbott’s fame as a
photographer of New York architecture. This is due to the publication of Abbott’s
photographical book Changing New York in 1939 by E .P. Dutton and Company. Against the
initial idea of Abbott and her business partner Elizabeth McCausland, the publisher wanted a
guide-book like book: a book of New York, so-called the city of “silent lifelessness” in which
“all look ghost.” Eventually, Abbott and McCausland agreed with the publisher, which
ironically met the purpose of Abbott, McCausland and E. P. Dutton to broadly circulate their
books among a mass audience.

Although Abbott has been well known as a celebrated photographer of New York
architecture thanks to her Changing New York, she simultaneously directed her serious
attention to various types of people, especially those on the margin, and their diverse ways of
living in the 1930s. Abbott’s photographs of New York vividly convey the dynamics and
heterogeneity of the city.
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